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1. Topic 

On the occasion of this sixth edition and the main necessity of global action for the well-being of the 

nature on the planet, the topic is going to be “Chess and the positive environmental principles in your 

natural setting”: 

“The current environmental crisis sets out challenges to all the inhabitants of the planet. 

Increasingly and in a fast way, worldwide globalization is having an impact on the social reality of 

the countries and on the environmental health. Mankind has been set itself up as the king of the 

creation; therefore, we tend to forget that we are part of the same creation and the same nature. 

There cannot be an appropriate industrial, economic, cultural and social development if we do not 

take care of the environmental question because in the end, everything is related and they depend 

on each other. If we take advantage of the environment resources which many times have needed 

decades, centuries or even millenniums to be formed in not a very sustainable way, this actions 

turn against the human beings, due to everything is a balance and in order to get a positive 

development, we must behave intending everything we do does not have an irreversible effect on 

our environment, the land, the water, the air… because in the end, the human essence is also 

compounded of these principles and if we poison and run out the resources, the mankind will live 

the same situation, so, we will fall ill and we will suffer owing to the lack of matters that are 

indispensable for our lives. Therefore, this reciprocal relation produces positive and negative effects 

on the human beings and on our environment. The human beings must become aware of it and try 

to improve this relation so as to keep the positive effects, but trying to decrease the negative ones 

until they are non-existent or of minor importance. We will have to lay out again which things are 

really important, which ones are the real necessities and which ones are the superfluous whose 

consume does not make us improve as persons. In addition to this, we pay a high price to have 

them, affecting negatively on the development of the person and the environment. 

In this sense, the Cultural Association of EXPOCHESS, wants to take a step forward and propose a 

positive initiative to raise awareness in favor of the environmental preservation, in line with the 

commitment of the care for the planet, through the drawing international contest. What does chess 

teach us regarding the care for the environment? How will we have to organize ourselves on the 

board in order to benefit everyone socially and environmentally? Which ones are the masterstrokes 

so as to win the sustainable development round? We invite all the participants of the contest to 

offer us their different views and reflections about their natural surroundings, from the sensitive 

and constructive values that chess offers us. In this way, we can create a reflection, sensitivity and 

action space to cultivate the respect for the environment among the youngest generations, 

considering from the present, the future bases where we and next generations will live”. 

(Mikel Garate and Josean Morlesín, EXPOCHESS Drawing International Contest jury). 


